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From the 17th century until the Civil War, this area was occupied primarily by huge Indigo and rice plantations. The Retreat Plantation dates from 1680 and the Marshlands Plantation dates from 1682. Mons Repos came into being around 1798.  All three plantations were combined in later years to form the Charleston Naval Base and Charleston Naval Shipyard. The large plantations were continually subdivided into smaller farms as the population began moving northward. After the Civil War, phosphate fertilizer plants began to spring up, with extensive strip mining occurring between the Ashley River and Broad Path (Meeting Street road).
Since the early 20th century, the section of unincorporated Charleston County that later became the City of North Charleston, had been designated by the business and community leaders from the City of Charleston as a place for development of industry and military and other business sites. The first industry started in this area was the E.P. Burton Lumber Company. In 1901, the United States Navy Shipyard was established with agreements between the Federal Government and local City of Charleston leaders. Shortly thereafter, the General Asbestos and Rubber Company built the world's largest asbestos mill under one roof.

From World War II through the 1960s, many people who lived in this region, referred to by Charlestonians as the North Area, were unhappy about the way parts of their community were being developed. They wanted the citizens in the area to have direct control over future development. Many attempts to create their own city were defeated via court rulings. As a means of bringing government closer to the people, an incorporation referendum was held on April 27, 1971. On June 12, 1972, after a series of legal battles, the South Carolina Supreme Court upheld the referendum results and North Charleston became a city with John E. Bourne Jr. as its first mayor. The month concluded with the city’s first big annexation, south of Bexley Street between Spruill Avenue and the Charleston Naval Shipyard. By December, North Charleston had become the 4th largest city in South Carolina after annexing the Naval Base, the Air Force Base and the Charleston International Airport.
Through continued growth, the city became the 3rd largest city in South Carolina on July 3, 1976. On June 12, 1982, North Charleston had a population of 65,000 in a 30.5-mile area. In ten short years the city's growth rate was 250 percent. Unfortunately, the eye of Hurricane Hugo hit Charleston in 1989, causing over $2.8 billion in damage to the South Carolina Lowcountry 

The Charleston Naval Base remained the largest employer of civilians in South Carolina into the 1990s. The influence of Lowcountry legislators and the threat of nuclear attack played an important role in keeping North Charleston’s bases open in the face of periodic attempts at closure.

However, in the early 1990s, with the resolution of the Cold War and impending defense budget cuts, the Charleston Navy Base was once again on the chopping block. In 1993, the Charleston Naval Base was given a closure date of April 1, 1996. With an annual expenditure of approximately 1.4 Billion dollars the closing of the base was a blow to the entire Tri-County economy. Over the years, billions of dollars had flowed into the region's economy and hundreds of thousands of jobs were provided to military and civilian personnel, the vast majority being civilians. Many military personnel who worked at or passed through the base returned to the city to retire. Since the closure of the Charleston Naval Base and the Charleston Naval Shipyard, parts of the base and dry-docks have been leased out to various government and private businesses. Community parks for North Charleston have been established on old base grounds. 

 In October 2009, Boeing Aircraft announced the selection of North Charleston for its 787 Dreamliner aircraft assembly and delivery prep center. This has positioned North Charleston as one of the major aircraft centers of the world. Thousands of new jobs will provide quality work for residents of the city and the entire Tri-County area. With the arrival of Boeing Aircraft, the city has gained international importance and stature as one of only three places in the world for the manufacture and assembly of wide-body commercial aircraft. The other two places are in and around Everett, Washington and Toulouse, France.
As part of an initiative by the Department of Veterans Affairs to provide mail order prescriptions to veterans using computerization, at strategic locations, North Charleston is home to a Consolidated Mail Outpatient Pharmacy (CMOP).
One could say that with the many governmental agencies in the area it would be natural to establish a NARFE Chapter and that is exactly what happened on February 11, 1952. It was then that North Charleston’s NARFE Chapter  #72 was chartered. Chapter officers at the time were Simon Sorentrue, President., David S. Burnette, VP, Marvin J. Taylor, Secretary and Nellie Stoppelbein, Treasurer. 

Like so many others, early chapter records are fragmented and chronology is almost impossible to assimilate. It is recorded as one of the charter member chapters of the South Carolina Federation of NARFE Chapters, having joined on May 14, 1964. As one might expect, it is difficult to reconstruct names, places or even dates of memorable events. The following chapter members have served as Chapter Presidents: Simon Sorentrue;  A. M. Willis; Lawrence M. Rideway; Harry R. Mack, 1964; John C. Oglesby; Leonard Reddy; W. R. Chassereau; Dan G. Varner, 1972-73; Vincent J. Dogliani, 1974-75,1985; Franklin C. Parker, 1976; Raymond L. Deneaux; Lucille F. Waters, 1979; Mary S. Welch; Wilford C. Corbin; Jack E. Milton, 1984; William J. Sheppard, Sr.; Samuel F. Boatwright, 1986, 1989; T. B. Long, Sr., 1987; Margaret L. Baptiste; Thomas W. Swindler, 1994; Robert J. Meyers, 1995; Judy Kemp, 1996-97; Archie Davis, 1998; Ruth W. Shuman, 1999; Charles C. Edgeworth, 2000; Ann Infinger, 2001; Esther Crandall and Frank L. Stevens, 2007-10.
The chapter holds its’ monthly Chapter meetings on the Third Friday of each month beginning at 11:00 a.m. at  the Cherokee Place Methodist Church

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?address=2105%20Cosgrove%20Ave&city=Charleston&state=SC&zipcode=29405&country=US" , Cosgrove & Rivers Ave. One exception is their December meeting is held on the 2nd Friday.  Guest speakers are featured at nearly all meetings. Chapter 72 has hosted three annual Federation Conventions, 1990-91 and 1998. The chapter maintains a local SERVICE OFFICE at a nearby military facility that is staffed by part-time volunteers. Many NARFE #72 chapter members went on to become South Carolina Federation Presidents, including: J.C. Ogelsby, 1967, Lucille F. Waters, 1982; Margaret L. Baptiste, 1990-91 and 2006; Judy Kemp, 2002 and Esther Crandall, 2007-08.
Probably the most notable member of Chapter 72 is Margaret L. Baptiste, who has held almost every elective office position available, including multiple terms as President. From there she became the Federation President (again, several times), while also editing the SCFED Newsletter,  to Region III National Vice President and from that elevated position on up to a two-term National Vice President. This was followed by two-terms as National President, which ended October 31, 2010.  Simply stated, there’s not enough white space available in this article to account for all of her many accomplishments during her years as a NARFE spousal member of which she is, and we should be, extremely proud.
One item of considered importance concerning Margaret L. Baptiste, and worthy of restating,  is when she was SCFED Legislative Officer, she spearheaded a class-action suit against the State of South Carolina, basically seeking relief from the state’s tax laws and requesting legal provisions, in approaching equality of treatment for federal and state retirement benefits.  Essentially it stipulated that there was inequity in the system, as federal retirees were not treated similarly as state workers, when it came to paying taxes on retirement pensions. Moreover, it was seeking retribution from past taxes, dating back to 1985 (just as far as the law would allow). The Attorney for the South Carolina Tax Commission quipped, “that it was unfair to even ask three million South Carolinians to pay out $200,000,000 to 60,000 federal retirees”.
 It appears that this matter became embroiled in South Carolina’s Lower Courts, then onto the State Supreme Court, finally up to the Supreme Court of the United States and back down again! One of the major issues being considered were whether the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Davis v. Michigan Department of Treasury (1989) had any bearing, as it may under any circumstance be “applied” non-retroactively so as to defeat federal retirees’ entitlement to refunds of unconstitutional state taxes imposed upon their federal annuities.
Meanwhile, about 14 other states had similar lawsuits in effect; all of which were amicably upheld and equitably resolved, over time, with appropriate refunds, as was South Carolina’s.  Originally it was thought that the presiding judge would award the attorneys a fee of 31%.  However, negotiations brought this down to 19.5% which amounted to approximately $14 million. It is amazing when you consider that this matter dragged on in the courts through 1993 and Margaret L. Baptiste persevered to see it come to a positive conclusion.  I say that we owe a ton of gratitude to her for her due diligence in this matter.
On that note let us now welcome her back home to South Carolina.  In Washington, as the saying goes, Mission Accomplished. 
